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ABSTRACT

Because of the extensive influence decision prayer has on Chinese Christians,
the purpose of this paper is to sort out the general underlying history of decision
prayer’s theological thought. As well as examine, from the standpoint of scripture,
this erroneous theology and its repercussions for Christian spiritual life and Biblical
truth.

The content of this paper and the survey results wherein are not primarily
intended for the church or a specific denomination, but meant for individual
Chinese Christians. That is because the focus of this paper is to understand the
number of Christians who are affected either directly or indirectly by decision
prayer or its theology. This paper will limit its focus on the aforementioned and
refrain from delving into the relationship which exists between those individuals
affected by decision prayer, and the teachings of their home congregation. Neither
will this paper involve itself in the discussion of the merits or demerits of decision
prayer in the life of a Christian. While this paper does survey the wide ranging
influence of decision prayer on Chinese Christians, it will not discuss the depth of
impact this teaching has on their faith.

The paper is divided into two sections. The first section includes the survey
questionnaire, which first of all measures to what extent decision prayer influences
Chinese Christians and secondly measures the degree of that influence. The second
section sorts through the decision theology system (e.g. decision system, invitation
system, and alter call), by providing a introduction of representative events and
personages. Following this, the paper will demonstrate the errors of decision prayer
by means of scripture, especially as they pertain to the image of God, original sin,
freedom of the will, conversion and Christian freedom. Finally, this paper will
conclude with a discussion on the practical dangers decision theology might have
on evangelism, and present a proper understanding of our role in the great
commission.
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